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Thomas Cook India partners with the Uttarakhand Government  
Champions environmental sustainability at the 38th National Games in 

Uttarakhand 

• Honouring the winning athletes, 1600 Rudraksha trees were planted in the state of 
Uttarakhand 

• Gulmohar seeds distributed to the athletes to carry back and plant in their home states across 
India  

• Thomas Cook India is also the exclusive partner across accommodation, catering and 
transport (ACT) for the National Games - managing a 20,000-member contingent, including 
over 10,000 athletes, 5000 support staff and 3000 dignitaries 

Mumbai, February 12, 2025: Thomas Cook (India) Limited, India’s leading omnichannel travel services 
company, collaborated with the Uttarakhand Government for the pioneering Green Games initiative at 
the National Games 2025 in Uttarakhand. Through this innovative initiative, over 1,600 Rudraksha 
trees were planted in honour of the winning athletes at an expansive 2.77- hectare Sports Forest 
(Khel Van) near Maharana Pratap Sports College. Additionally, Gulmohar tree seeds were distributed 
to athletes to plant and nurture in their home states, thus extending the initiative’s impact across the 
length and breadth of India.  

This initiative was made possible through the vision and support of the Uttarakhand Government, the 
Indian Olympic Association, the National Games Secretary, Department of Sports in Uttarakhand and 
all stakeholders, ensuring that the National Games upheld the highest standards of organisation and 
sustainability. Additionally, the students from The Oasis – The Oberai School will ensure sustained 
care and maintenance of the planted trees. 

The Rudraksha tree holds deep spiritual and medicinal significance and thrives in Uttarakhand’s 
unique climate, while the Gulmohar tree, known for its adaptability across diverse terrain and weather 
conditions, acts as an excellent soil binder and shade provider nationwide. 

The launch event, held on February 12, 2025, witnessed the presence of esteemed dignitaries, 
including Shri Pushkar Singh Dhami, Chief Minister of Uttarakhand; Shri Subodh Uniyal, Forest 
Minister of Uttarakhand and Shrimati P.T. Usha, President - Indian Olympic Association. The Thomas 
Cook India team was led by Mr. Rajeev Kale, President & Country Head, Holidays, MICE, Visa - 
Thomas Cook (India) Limited.   

Hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi acknowledged the initiative during the opening ceremony, 
recognising its role in fostering long-term ecological awareness. The significance of this game-
changing initiative was further amplified by Thomas Cook India's exclusive partnership with the 
Uttarakhand government as the official ACT (accommodation, catering and transport) partner for the 
National Games 2025. The company is exclusively managing a 20,000-member contingent, including 
over 10,000 athletes, 5000 support staff, and 3000 dignitaries. 

Rajeev Kale, President & Country Head, Holidays, MICE, Visa - Thomas Cook (India) Limited, 
“Thomas Cook India is honoured to partner with the Uttarakhand Government for the pioneering 
Green Games initiative. As the exclusive ACT partner (accommodation, catering and transportation) 
for the National Games, we are proud to go beyond logistics and operations to champion a cause that 



 
 

will leave a lasting impact. The vision and leadership of the Uttarakhand Government, the Indian 
Olympic Association, and all stakeholders have been instrumental in delivering a Games of this scale 
and quality. Never before have athletes led the charge in sustainability like this. With over 1600 
Rudraksha tress being planted in honour of the winners and athletes carrying Gulmohar tree seeds 
back to their home states, we are sparking a nationwide movement—one that turns every participant 
into an ambassador for India’s green future. By working with the Government of Uttarakhand, we aim 
to leave behind a green legacy that extends beyond the Games.” 

Through its impactful contribution in the Green Games initiative, Thomas Cook India reaffirmed its 
commitment to sustainability, helping ensure that the impact of the National Games extended beyond 
the competition, leaving a lasting green legacy for generations to come. With this endeavour, the 
government has elevated the standard of national sporting events and set a sustainable precedent for 
all National Games to come. 

 
About Thomas Cook (India) Limited:  
Set up in 1881, Thomas Cook (India) Limited (TCIL) is the leading omnichannel travel company in the country offering a 
broad spectrum of services including Foreign Exchange, Corporate Travel, MICE, Leisure Travel, Value Added Services, 
and Visa Services. It operates leading B2C and B2B brands including Thomas Cook, SOTC, TCI, SITA, Asian Trails, Allied 
TPro, Australian Tours Management, Desert Adventures, Travel Circle International Limited (TCI 勝景), Sterling Holiday 
Resorts Limited, Distant Frontiers, TC Tours, Digiphoto Entertainment Imaging (DEI), Go Vacation, Private Safaris East & 
South Africa. 
 
As one of the largest travel service provider networks headquartered in the Asia-Pacific region, The Thomas Cook India 
Group spans 28 countries across 5 continents. 
 
TCIL has been felicitated with Outbound Travel Operator of the Year and MICE Travel Operator of the Year and at The 
Economic Times Travel & Tourism Annual Awards 2024, MICE Travel Agency (Outbound) at the Economic Times MICE & 
Wedding Tourism Awards 2024, 'Masters of Risk - Travel & Hospitality' at India Risk Management Awards 2024, MICE Tour 
Operator of the Year - Outbound at SATTE 2024, Best Tour Operator at India Travel Awards North 2023, MICE Travel 
Operator of the Year at the Economic Times Travel & Tourism Awards 2023, winner of the Corporate Citizen Award (Travel 
Tourism & Hospitality) at the Corporate Citizen Conclave & Award 2023, The Outbound Tour Operator of the Year 2022 & 
2019 at the SATTE Awards, IAMAI India Digital Awards 2022, CNBC-TV18 & ICICI Lombard India Risk Management Award 
- Travel & Leisure Category 2022 & 2021, CIO100 Award for digital innovation 2022, ‘Innovation in Omni-experience’ Award 
at International Data Corporation’s (IDC) Industry Innovation Awards 2021, The Best Travel Agency – India at TTG Travel 
Awards 2019, The Best Outbound Tour Operator at the Times Travel Awards 2019 & 2018, Silver award for Asia's Best 
Integrated Report (First Time) category at the Asia Sustainability Reporting Awards 2019-2021, Best Risk Management-
Framework & Systems at the India Risk Management Awards 2019; The French Ambassador’s Award for Exemplary 
Achievements in Visa Issuance 5 years in a row and the Condé Nast Traveller – Readers’ Travel Awards from 2011 to 2019. 
 
CRISIL has reaffirmed the rating on debt programs and bank facilities of TCIL - ‘CRISIL AA- / Positive’ on the long-term bank 
facilities of TCIL and ‘CRISIL A1+’ rating on the short-term bank facilities and short- term debt of the company. 
 
For more information, please visit www.thomascook.in  
 
Fairbridge Capital (Mauritius) Limited, a subsidiary of Fairfax Financial Holdings Limited, is the promoter of TCIL with a 
shareholding of 63.83% of its paid-up capital. 
 
About Fairfax Financial Holdings Limited: 
 
Fairfax Financial Holdings Limited is a holding company which, through its subsidiaries, is engaged in property and casualty 
insurance and reinsurance and associated investment management. Founded in 1985 by the present Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer, Mr. V. Prem Watsa, the company is headquartered in Toronto, Canada. Its common shares are listed on 
the Toronto Stock Exchange under the symbol FFH and in U.S. dollars under the symbol FFH.U. 
 
 

http://www.thomascook.in/


 
 

About Subsidiaries of Thomas Cook (India) Limited: 
 
Sterling Holiday Resorts Limited 
Sterling Holiday Resorts Limited Sterling Holiday Resorts Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of TCIL is a leading leisure 
hospitality company with over 55 resorts, hotels and retreats across 48 locations in India covering hills, beaches, jungles, 
waterfront, adventure, heritage, pilgrimage and drive-to locations. Sterling provides a variety of offerings: Leisure holidays 
through FIT packages, Meetings & Conferences, Weddings, Reunions, Picnics and Holidays. 
 
SOTC Travel Limited 
SOTC Travel Limited is a step-down subsidiary of Fairfax Financial Holdings held through its Indian listed subsidiary, 
Thomas Cook (India) Limited (TCIL). SOTC Travel is a leading omnichannel travel and tourism company active across 
various travel segments including Leisure Travel, Incentive Travel and Business Travel.  
Established in 1949, SOTC is an Indian-grown brand with a legacy of 75 years. Since then, it has escorted millions of 
travellers across the globe to various destinations around the globe. The Company firmly believes that today, ‘No one 
understands the Indian Traveller better than SOTC’. 
 
Travel Corporation (India) Limited 
Travel Corporation (India) Limited (TCI) (operating brands Sita, TCI and Distant Frontiers) a wholly owned subsidiary of 
TCIL, is the leading Destination Management Company in India that offers tailor-made travel and related services to India, 
Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. 
 
DEI Holdings Limited 
Thomas Cook India Group holds 51% stake in DEI Holdings Limited (DEI), one of the world’s leading imaging solutions and 
services providers. 
 
For more information, visit:  
Sterling Holiday Resorts Limited: http://www.sterlingholidays.com   
SOTC Travel Limited: http://www.sotc.in  
Media Enquiries: Suzanne Pereira | +91 98202 97665 | suzanne.pereira@thomascook.in  
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